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Dear Sietar members and supporters,

SIETAR India has been buzzing with activity this pas! monlhl Conference preparalions are in full
swing and the erganizing committes, led by Mala Malkani, Is busy geling everything ready lor
February. You can look forward to updates in monthly newsletiers leading up the confarence.
Learning events are also taking place across India so look out for annocuncements for events
in your cityl

__ UPDATES

We had a learning everi! on the “Sociology of Indian engineers” by Roland Lardinois of the CNRS
(a premier French research institute) in Delhi at the Goethe Institute on November éth thanks to
the dynamism of our Delhi feaom coordinated by Line Maork Rugholl. The lopic is indeed exiremealy
relavant since the India growtn story hos been riding to a lorge extent on the broinpower provided
by its engineers. but who and where does this Indian engineer coma from¥ To know more, you
can find a summary of the event on the SIETAR India website under Events.

Registration for pre-conference workshops s now open! Participonts have a choice belween lwo
workshops, including a holf day and a full day option, The hall doy workshop on *6 Key Attributes
of Glabal Leadership”™ will be faciliiated by Muriel Joseph-Williams. The full day warkshop an
“Personaol Leaodership - Making o World of Dilfference” will be focllitaled by Heather Robinson.
For more information and to register, please visit the website preconsietarindia2013.deattend.com.

__REMINDERS |

Early bird registration for the conferance ands on December 10, 2012. Save by purchasing
your ticket before the deadline ot sigtarindia2013 . doaltend.cam.

__EDITORIAL- Film Reyiew |

Review ol the Bollyweod film “English Vinglish™ by Sunila Nichani

The topic of cultural dimensions [individualism vs collectivism, monochrone and palychrane) is
almastde rigueur in interculivral froining workshops. Most of these models remain quite theoreticaol
in the minds of our Indian parficipants. As | watched the film "English Vinglish”, | saw some great
examples of these dimensions being octed oul and am delighted that some of these scenes can
be used to ilustrate these dimensions in @ way that will resonate with Indian audiences. Please note
thal like with most films that portray another cullure through the ayes of a foreigner, some of the
sitwations and characters might seem a bit exaggerated or even culturally inaccurate. Howeavar,
the film has many select scenes that would be o great resource for intercultural trainers looking for
ways o connect theory and dpplication, $o read on/

This film by Gauri Shinde is a heart-warming tale of how on Indian housewife. played by Sreedevi,
discovers her hidden potantial after landing in the US and learming tha English languagea. Tha film
can be used for a varetly of tralning objeclives: guestioning existing stereclypes, ethnocentrism
of how tha film accurately or inaccurately depicts cultural differences.

Being part of a collectivist culture. Sreedevi puts her family's needs before har own and her
individual efforts are often unrecegnized or even mocked by her family af home. She is an excellent
cook and in India she sells her specialty “lodoos” (an Indian dessert] during weddings and other
festivals. During her firsli English languoge c<less in the United 3tates. her English instructer asks her
whal sha does (individualist orientalion] and Sreedevi. not used to talking abouw! her individual
accomplishments.sheapishly confesses that she salls “ladons.” Her English instructor provides her
with the term “enfrepreneur” and her foce lights up ol this delinition of her individual ideniity. This
theme is quite recurrent in the movie ond can be used in discussions on how to leverage the best
of both individualism and collectivism. For example, after having discovered the joys of individualism
such as "me time," personal developmaent, individual accomplishment, Sreedevi does not ball out
on collectivism, On the contrary, she explains the core philesophy of collectivism in her speach af
the wedding of her niece.

Yet another dimension Is beautifully lllustrated in the scene where Sreedevi orders a cup of coffee in
New York for the first time. To see the differences between monochranic and polychronic attitudes.
| encourage you to watch the fitm!

If you would fike to unsubscribes o this malling list, please hit reply with subject line: unsubscribe.
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